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THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF
MEDICAL EDUCATION AND

REGISTRATION.

THE opening of the summer session of the General
Medical Council took place on June lst, under the

presidency of Sir DONALD MACALISTER. It was

announced that Mr. H. J. Waring would be absent for
the session in the United States, and that Dr. David
Hepburn found the pressure of examinational work too
great to allow of his attendance.

P&deg;esident’s Address.

In his opening address he recorded the retirement of
Dr. David N. Knox, Sir Bertram Windle, and Sir Charles
Tomes, treasurer to the Council since 1904, and paid a
tribute to their past services. He then welcomed as
new members: Dr. James A. Adams, representative of
the Royal Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of

Glasgow ; Dr. R. A. Bolam and Mr. E. B. Turner, Direct
Representatives of the practitioners of England and
Wales; and Mr. Norman G. Bennett, appointed by the
Crown, in place of Sir Charles Tomes. Sir Donald
MacAlister congratulated the following members of the
Council on whom honours had been conferred-K.B.E.:
Sir James Hodsdon ; C.B.E.: Colonel Waring, Dr. Caton,
and Dr. Langley Browne; O.B.E.: Mr. Cockington. He
continued:-

"Under the Ministries of Health Acts, Consultative Councils, for
the purpose of advising the respective Ministers in regard to
medical and allied public services, have been constituted in the
three kingdoms, and are already at work. To all of them members
of this Council have been appointed, and it will thereby be kept
in touch with their activities. A number of draft and other Orders
in Council under the Acts have been transmitted for its considera-
tion to the Executive Committee; but so far none of these have
dealt with questions other than administrative and formal. On
May 17th an Order was issued giving effect to a desire of the
Executive Committee, by which the duties of the Secretary of State
in regard to the Anatomy Acts are in England and Wales transferred
to the Minister of Health. It is to be hoped that the new arrange-
ment will lead to much-needed improvements in the provision made
for the practical teaching of anatomy and surgery.
Acting on your instructions, I was enabled by the courtesy of the

Lord President to call the attention of the English Minister of
Health to an apparent omission from the Nurses Registration Bill
introduced by him. No provision was made, as in the Midwives
Acts, for communicating the rules framed by the General Nursing
Council to the Executive Committee before approval by the
Minister. Dr. Addison considered the point, but decided that such
a provision was in this case unnecessarv, as the rules in question,
unlike those of the Central Midwives Board, do not purport to
‘regulate the practice’ of nurses, but deal mainly with details of
administration. Moreover, such rules have, unlike those for
midwives, to be laid before Parliament prior to approval. The
Minister accordingly did not favour any amendment of the Bill in
the sense suggested, and the Lord President concurred in his view.
The point will, however, have to be kept in mind, should it here-
after be proposed to make rules, under statutory authority, for
‘regulating the practice’ of nurses in surgical and medical cases,
as that of midwives is regulated in obstetrical cases. Sir Jenner
Verrall has been appointed a member of the General Nursing
Council for England, and will, no doubt, keep us informed on the
subject." "

The President then referred to the reintroduction by
Sir Henry Craik of Lord Morley’s Bill of 1912 for the
extension of the time allowed to prepare for the election
of Direct Representatives to the Council, and for providing 

’’

that in general such elections shall be held simultaneously.
If the measure passed into law, he said, considerable
economies on the I part of the branch councils and of
candidates would be effected, and the convenience of the
electors would be better served.
The legislation for the amendment of the Dentists

Act, he said, had not yet been initiated in Parliament,
though it was stated officially that draft Bills were soon to
be introduced. It appeared that one Bill would be required
to deal with dental registration; and that other measures
would be necessary to give effect to such proposals for the
improvement of dental service as were set forth in the
Report of the Departmental Committee on Dental Practice-
these had already been considered by the Council. It would
be necessary to instruct either the Executive Committee, or
a special committee appointed for the purpose, to watch
the progress of legislation during the summer, and
to take such steps as might be required to ensure that effect
was given to the conclusions of the Council. Sir Donald
MacAlister commented with approval on the Dangerous
Drugs Bill, which imposed restrictions on theimport, export,
manufacture, and sale of opium, cocaine, &c., with the object
of preventing dangerous abuse of these drugs. He pointed out
that it gave power to the Government to make regulations

for the issue by medical practitioners of prescriptions
containing any such drug, and for the dispensing of such
prescriptions. During the war similar regulations were in
operation, and the question of their continuance had now
assumed an international aspect. The profession, which
best knew the nature and extent of the evil, would probably
be the first to welcome wisely-devised measures for checking
it, even if these embodied some fresh restrictions upon prp-
fessional freedom. He continued as follows :-

The Register.
" The new Medical Register confirms the forecast on which I

ventured in November.1 On the Home List only 872 practitioners
were registered in 1919, but no fewer than 450 were registered in the
Colonial and Foreign Lists. The result is that the total number
(1322) of new names is higher than in any year since 1915. The pro-
portion of women practitioners increases, and is likely to increase
rapidly during. the next year or two. I learn, however, on good
authority that their services are in less demand than during the
war, and that newly-qualified women are finding difficulty in
obtaining suitable opportunities for professional work. Supply and
demand will, no doubt, adjust themselves in time; but in view of
the large entry of women students it is proper to warn those con-
cerned that, in the meantime, individual disappointments may be
encountered. The women students who are now well advanced in
their curriculum may not all at once find openings for practice
after attaining to qualification. The profession of medicine is, in
regard to women, affected, like other occupations, by the return to
civil life of large numbers of ex-Service men as students and
practitioners. To these men the country owes special consideration,
and they ought to receive it. But inevitably they tend to displace a
proportion of the women who so capably carried on the work of the
profession during their absence abroad.
The Medical Students’ Register indicates that the depletion of our

professional ranks by the wastage of the war will in a few years be
much more than made good by the addition of newly-qualified men.
No fewer than 3420 medical students (men and women) were regis-
tered in 1919, as compared with 1600 in 1914. The number of regis-
trations, indeed, exceed by over 1000 the highest previously recorded
-namely, in 1891-when for special reasons the number rose to 2405.
The sudden increase cannot at once be met by a corresponding
expansion of our educational resources, and the strain thrown upon
the medical schools of the country is therefore for the time exces-
sive. There is reason to think that most of the schools would
welcome an ebb in the tide of applicants for admission, until
it is seen that the profession can absorb the large numbers aspiring
to enter it, and until more adequate provision is made for their
effective instruction and training. In the departments of anatomy
and operative surgery, of midwifery, and of clinical medicine, the
existing provision is no longer fully adequate to the new demands.
The Dentists’ Register is stationary. The figures for the last

three years are respectively 130 (1917), 131 (1918), 128 (1919). But
there is an assured prospect of an advance by the year 1922, for the
number of dental students entered on the Register in 1919 has risen
to 612, as compared with 294 in 1914. In order more clearly to mark
the sources of supply, an improvement has been made in the
Medical and Dentists’Registers, whereby the numbers of practi-
tioners added respectively to the Home, Colonial, and Foreign Lists
are set forth in separate tables.
The cost of paper and of printing has so risen that impressions of

the Registers can no longer be produced at the present authorised
price. It may therefore be necessary to approach the Commissioners
of the Treasury with a request that the price may be fixed at a sum
sufficient at least to cover the actual cost of production.
The cycle of inspections of qualifying examinations, ordered by

the Council, has been begun. Some of the reports have been
already received, and will be considered by the proper committees
during this session. For the Public Health Examinations we have
been fortunate to secure the services, as our inspector, of Dr.
Robert Bruce Low, C.B., lately assistant medical officer of the
English Local Government Board. For the Final Examinations for
medical degrees and diplomas our inspectors are Dr. Howard H.
Tooth, C.B., C.M.G., in medicine; Sir Hector C. Cameron, C.B.E.,
in surgery; and Sir William J. Smyly in midwifery. Members of
the Council have also been good enough to act as visitors at one or
more examinations, and as provided in the Standing Orders they.
will present their separate reports to the committees concerned."

Education and Examination Committees.

Sir Donald MacAlister said that the Education Committee
was considering the question of instruction in medical ethics
and the relations of practitioners to the State, the teaching
of practical midwifery, and the place assigned to the
preventive aspects of medicine in the curriculum of
professional study. The time was ripe, he urged, for some
" reconstruction " in respect of the extent and content of
the several stages and departments of the medical course.
The Council was accumulating from various sources ample
materials both for a survey of existing conditions and for a
reconsideration of its own standing resolutions on pro-
fessional education and examination. The Examination
Committee would submit analyses of the annual tables
furnished by the licensing bodies, and would also report on
the practice of the licensing bodies in respect of teaching
and examination in ophthalmology, with reference to the
Council’s resolution of last year. The Council’s finances
were in a satisfactory condition, since the treasurers had
been able to report for 1919 a surplus of income over

expenditure of jE874.
Sir NORMAN MOORE proposed a cordial vote of thanks

to the President for his address, with the request that

1 THE LANCET, 1919, ii., 991.



1236

he allow it to be printed and incorporated in the
minutes of proceedings. In doing so, he alluded to the
conferment on the President of his recent honour,
Chevalier of the Order of the Crown of Italy, and
expressed his own and his colleagues’ warm con-

gratulations.
Dr. NORMAN WALKER seconded and the vote was

carried by acclamation.
Committees.

The following were appointed to constitute the
Executive Committee : Sir Gilbert Barling, Sir Norman
Moore, Mr. Waring, Dr. Macdonald, Dr. Norman Walker,
Sir James Hodsdon, Sir Arthur Chance, Sir John Moore.
The selection for the Penal Cases Committee was:

Sir Francis Champneys, Dr. Macdonald, Sir Norman
Walker, and Sir Arthur Chance.
The constitution of the remaining committees was

as follows:-

Business Committee.-Dr. Norman Walker (Chairman), the
President, Sir Francis Champneys, Dr. Macdonald, Dr. Magennis.
Pharmacopoeia Co?K.MMee.&mdash;The President (Chairman), Sir

Norman Moore, Dr. Hopkins, Dr. Russell Wells, Dr. Caton, Dr.
Norman Walker, Sir John Moore, Dr. Kidd, Dr. Matthew Hay.
Finance Committee.-Sir Norman Moore (Chairman), the Presi-

dent, Sir James Hodsdon, the Junior Treasurer, Sir Arthur Chance.
De?ttal Committee.-The President (Chairman), Mr. Waring, Sir

James Hodsdon, Sir Arthur Chance, Mr. Bennett (in place of Sir
Charles Tomes),
Dental Education and, Exwrnination Committee.-Sir James

Hodsdon (acting Chairman), the President, Mr. Waring, Sir Arthur
Chance, Dr. Coey Bigger, Mr. Bennett (vice Sir Charles Tomes).
Students’ Registration Committee.-Sir Norman Moore (Chair-

man), the President, Dr. Mackay, Dr. Littlejohn, Sir Gilbert
Barling, Mr. Sinclair, Dr. Kidd.

The Council then went into committee.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2ND.
The Council proceeded to the consideration of penal

cases. 
______________

TUBERCULOSIS SOCIETY:

A REPRESENTATIVE CONGRESS.

WE briefly announced last week (p. 1197) that under
the auspices of this society a two-day Congress was
held in Leeds on May 13th and 14th, with additional
meetings at Bradford and Harrogate on the 12th and
15th. The Congress was representative of tuberculosis
workers from all parts of the country, including Ireland.
Dr. H. DE CARLE WOODCOCK (the President) occupied
the chair.

Opening Addresses.
On May 13th the proceedings in Leeds were opened

with an address by the LORD MAYOR (Mr. T. B. DUNCAN),
in which he suggested that social conditions must be
improved. Children must be taught to cultivate clean
minds and thoughts, and then we might look forward
to an A 1 nation, with strong bodies, vigorous minds,
and healthy constitutions.-Sir MICHAEL SADLER
welcomed the delegates on behalf of the University.
We must, he said, develop a fine tradition in industry, I

family duty and purity, and nobler state of society. i
These were all factors in the cause we were out to win.
-In his presidential address the PRESIDENT advocated
more autocratic power for the medical officer of health,
the abolition of slums, and the building of. new houses
which the tubercle bacillus would avoid. Research was
needed to show us where we stood.-Professor BENJAMIN
MOORE (Medical Research Committee) moved a resolu-
tion, seconded by Dr. A. TRIMBLE (Belfast) :-
"That in the opinion of this Congress a conference should take

place between those actually engaged in tuberculosis work and
those engaged in research work, to arrange the lines on which
future investigation should be conducted and the manner in which
records should be kept and collated and their results circulated."

After the opening session the delegates were enter-
tained to luncheon by the PRESIDENT.

Sectional meetings began in the afternoon.

Section 1.-Trbezcztlosis and the Workers.

This was the subject of the first section at which
Mr. S. SHUTER (H.M. Chief Inspector of Factories)
took th chair.-Dr. TRIMBLE thought that tuber-

culosis was not caused so much by the actual occupation
as the terms and conditions under which, and the
wages for which, the people worked. Infection took
place chiefly in childhood and education was essential
to prevent development of the disease in later life. If

only the tired worker could obtain the necessary rest
90 per cent. would become automatically cured.-
Professor MOORE said that the cost of redeeming
those affected with tuberculosis was a sound expendi-
ture. If we could prevent 50,000 deaths a year we
would be able to pay the whole war debt in a genera-
tion.-Special interest attached to the information
given of the evils of the glass-bottle industry by Mr.
FISHER (secretary of the Glass-bottle Makers’ Society).
The blow-pipes used by the men, which are in use 22
out of the 24 hours and pass from worker to worker
without sterilisation, being a very probable method by
which the disease is transmitted.-Mr. LANCASTER

(Typographical Association) and Mr. COHEN (National
Union of General Workers) also spoke of the inadequate
wages in many trades where the minimum was also the
maximum wage. The evils of underground workshops
were also mentioned.

Section 13.-Tzcberc2alosis and Child Life.
The chair was taken by Mrs. ROBERT HUDSON, who

very strongly advocated the attack upon the disease at
the very earliest age, and the correction of ailments
such as rickets, which were indirectly associated with
tuberculosis.-Dr. A. E. L. WEAR (chief medical officer to
the Leeds Education Committee) said that in the routine
examination of 23,000 children in Leeds 128 cases of
pulmonary, 126 glandular, and 66 cases of bone tuber-
culosis were found. Of 483 crippled children 90 suffered
from some form of tuberculosis. Taking all the institu-
tions in the country for tuberculous children together
there was less than one place for every 1000 children in
attendance. He strongly advocated open-air schools.-
Dr. C. W. VINING (Leeds Infirmary) said that he
was appalled at the extraordinary amount of chronic
ill-health in the second year of life. The chronic
uaa.iiiis oi eany clliiuilovu were, lie t)iiuugm;, uue

to defective feeding in the first three years of life.

Poverty was not the cause unless it were poverty of
commonsense and knowledge. The main defects were
want of breast feeding during the first year, and a diet
lacking in fat and protein, with excess of carbohydrates
during the second year of life.

Section C.-Recent Advances in Treatment.

Dr. MARCUS PATERSON (Collindale Hospital, Hendon)
spoke of the value of graduated work, and also depre-
cated the practice of over-fattening patients and then
sending them home to face the rigors of everyday life
in an unfit condition. Graduated labour and controlled
auto-inoculation ought to be taught in every medical
school.-Sir HENRY GAUVAIN (Treloar’s Hospital, Alton)
spoke of the recent advances in the realm of surgical
tuberculosis, and showed lantern slides of the methods
adopted.

Section D.-Farm Colony.
Dr. S. JACOB (travelling secretary of the National

Association for the Prevention of Tuberculosis) took the
chair. He described the limited scope of the sanatorium
and the necessity of providing for the convalescent
period, where a patient could in an open-air life com-
plete the cure.-Mr. A. G. RUSTON (Lecturer in Farm
Economics, Leeds University) spoke of the farming
methods which would be most likely to prove successful
in a farm colony.-Mr. G. W. ALLEN (chairman of the
Association for Tuberculous Ex-service Men in Leeds)
put in a strong plea for the establishment of village
settlements as distinct from farm colonies, which
could only be applicable to a small proportion of the
men.

Section E.-The Ediccatiore and Training of Patients
Suffering from Non-Pzclmoaa-ry Tuberctclosis.

In the evening Sir HENRY GAUVAIN gave a lecture on
the work at Alton, illustrated by lantern and cinema
slides. The Lord Mayor later gave a reception in the
City Art Gallery to the delegates.


